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Position Statement  

                            

 Subject Certification: Fragmentation of Competency Profiles 
 

 

The Canadian Society for Medical Laboratory Science (CSMLS) encourages students to challenge 

entry-to-practice assessments in all eligible disciplines. Medical Laboratory Technologists (MLT) 

function as critical components of multi-disciplinary health care teams and must possess strong, 

broad-based skills and diverse technical knowledge.  
 

Laboratory professionals licensed in all disciplines will: 
 

• Meet the needs of the Canadian public; as laboratory services consolidate, laboratory 

workers must be multi-skilled and multi-disciplined. 

• Allow labour market mobility between disciplines and laboratories that are located within 

urban, community or rural sites. 

• Meet the needs of the Canadian workforce by allowing medical laboratory professionals to 

acquire general certification, thereby enabling them to meet their long-term career prospects 

and further their career development. 

• Ensure patient safety by creating sustainable communities of practice that share their breadth of 

knowledge. 

• Assure the provision of safe work practices. 

• Avoid fragmentation of the Accreditation Canada (AC) accredited MLT and MLA programs. 
 

The ideal program to support laboratory professionals seeking General Medical Laboratory Technology 

licensure or Medical Laboratory Assistant certification should include the following: 

• Successful completion of an Accreditation Canada Equal accredited program or 

• Successful completion of prior learning assessments 

 


