
     
 

    
 

 

 

 

Major Changes from Edition 8 to Edition 9 of the CSMLS 

Laboratory Safety Guidelines 

 
• Chapter 1 – emphasis on importance of safety and the relationship to injury, 

illness and fatality. 

• Chapter 2 – removal of legislation covered elsewhere or not applicable. 

• Chapter 3 – more concise overview of occupational health and safety 

management system; addition of management system elements. 

• Chapters 4/5 – reversal of chapter order. 

• Chapter 4 - more concise overview of hazard assessment and routes of entry; 

increased examples for hierarchy of controls; inclusion of risk classification. 

• Chapter 5 – more concise set of good laboratory safety practices 

• Chapter 6 – chain of transmission; clarity to decontamination and disinfection; 

certification and routine maintenance of a biological safety cabinet. 

• Chapter 7 – clarity to WHMIS 2015 requirements, more concise overview of health and 

physical hazards with an emphasis on hazard controls. 

• Chapters 8, 9, 10 and 11 – more concise overview and greater emphasis on hazard 

controls. 

• Chapter 12, 13 – clarity and addition of relevant images. 

• Chapter 14 – relocation of content to this chapter for various emergency response 

procedures (general and hazard-specific). 

• Chapter 15 – relocation of content to this chapter for first aid events and medical 

emergencies. 

• Chapter 16 – more concise overview with an emphasis on hazard controls. 

• Chapter 17, 18, 19 – more concise overview. 

• Chapter 20 – relocation of material to other chapters, primarily Chapter 3. 

 
Review of legacy content and revision to current standards or best practices, corrections 

from previous edition. 

Reduce overlapping/outdated material for clarity and terminology alignment to ensure 

consistency.  

Review/revision of images, appendices, and quiz questions and answers 
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